Androgens in breast cancer. III. Breast cancer recurrences years after mastectomy and increased androgenic activity.
To test the hypothesis that increased androgenic activity is involved in breast cancer, the urinary testosterone was assayed in 19 clinically cured breast cancer patients and in 22 patients developing metastases from breast cancer during the same period of observation (5 to 15 years after mastectomy). The levels in the clinically cured patients were near normal whereas those in patients with metastases were significantly above normal.